
December 27, 2017 

At Whiton, we 
are learning to… 

Take care of 
ourselves. 
Take care of 
our friends. 
Take care of 
our school. 



From the desks of Mrs. Shober 

& Mrs. Kries  
■ Dates to remember: 

 

◻ December 25-January 1st: School Closed for Winter Break 

◻ January 15th: School Closed for Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

 

 

■ Parent Note Reminders: 

◻ When you send a note into the office please remember to put your child’s first and last 

name, as well as their homeroom teacher.  

◻ The deadline for changing a child’s dismissal is 2:45.  

 

  

 



Winter Weather is Approaching
  

Please be sure to send your children with coats, 

gloves and hats for recess. We want them to 

be warm when headed out to play and while 

walking to and from the bus. 



 News From Mrs. Shandor 

  Students in Ms. Shandor’s class are enjoying 
writing a booklet, “All About Me”. 

 They are writing about their birthday, family, 
favorite pets, favorite foods, & a favorite 
activity! 

We will be putting our booklets together in the 
New Year!!!  

HAPPY  HOLIDAYS!!!  



First Grade Reading Detectives 

First graders have learned how to be “word detectives” when 
they read.  Word detectives look for clues to solve tricky 

words. Some clues they use are: 
 

-notice a problem and stop to solve it 
-look closely from start to end 

-read words you know in a “snap” 
-scoop words to make your reading smooth 

-break long words into smaller parts 
-look for vowel teams 

  

                     By Mrs. Fitzgibbon’s Class 



      Mrs. Fitzgibbon’s REading Detectives Celebrate! 
To celebrate their achievements as reading detectives, 
the students in Mrs. Fitzgibbon’s class showed off their 
word detective skills to a variety of listeners.  First, we 
used our skills to read to Ms. Straube’s kindergarten 
class. We taught her students some clues to look for in 
their own reading!   

Then we invited our parents to join us for reading 
workshop.  The parents were impressed by our ability to 
look for clues and solve tricky words. We were so excited 
to share our love of reading with both older and younger 
readers! 





Ms. Landon’s class has been bringing learning into the community. 

We visited the state planetarium where we saw a performance from 

a local orchestra. Most recently our class visited Wegman's where 

we practiced food shopping. We found the items on our list to 

purchase. Upon arrival back at school we got to use our ingredients 

to make salt dough ornaments! We look forward to other fun and 

educational opportunities in the community.  

COMMUNITY LEARNING 

Make Salt Dough at Home!  

Mix 2 cups flour and 1 cup salt in bowl.  Add ½ cup water to mixture. Mix and 

knead, adding water if dough is dry. Dough should be firm but workable. Add 

paste to the mixture to help stick together if desired. Add food coloring if want 

colored dough. After making the mixture mold into desired shape or use cookie 

cutters and let air dry.  



A note from the Counselor,  
Miss Reedy 

 
Whiton students are continuing to develop their social 

emotional skills in the classroom! 
 
 

 
 



What is social emotional learning? 
 

It is how students acquire and apply the knowledge, 
attitudes and skills necessary to understand and 

manage emotions, set and achieve positive goals, feel 
and show empathy for others,have positive 

relationships and make responsible decisions. 



Some of the social 
emotional skills Whiton 
students are working on 
are… 
-Empathy 

-Recognizing emotions 

-Communication 

-Problem solving 

-Impulse control 

 
 

How are students at 
Whiton working on these 
skills? 
-Through literature 

-Teachers modeling behavior 

-Learning feelings vocabulary  

-Creating classroom community 

-Written or oral reflection on 

decision making  

 



What are the benefits to social emotional learning? 

-Positive relationships 

-Increased self-esteem 

-Reduction of problem behaviors 

-Better peer relationships 

-Understanding of perspective of others 

 

We look forward to seeing your child grow socially and emotionally 

throughout the school year! 



Physical Education  

The PE department is wrapping up throwing 
and catching. Just in time for a snowball toss 
outside! 
 
In the upcoming cycle students will begin 
holiday cooperative games which involve 
teamwork, problem solving, and of course 
fitness skills. 
 
Students are doing a great job coming into 
the gym and moving right through their warm 
up routine. The routine consists of a strength 
exercises, jogging at a comfortable pace and 
ending with core exercises and/or push ups. 
Ask your child to show you some of the 
exercises. They may want to challenge you in 
holding a plank!  
 
Enjoy a healthy and happy holiday break! 
 

           Teamwork!  



Santangelo is our Homeroom name and kindness is our game 

Kindness is always in season! Therefore, this 

holiday season we have been talking a lot about 

giving the gift of kindness, after reading one of 

my favorite books called Each Kindness by 

Jacqueline Woodson. In this story the author uses 

the analogy of words being like stones cast into 

water causing a rippling effect because once you 

put them out into the world they keep on going and 

you can’t get them back. Your words have a 

positive or negative effect depending on what you 

say. Therefore, when you act, act kindly, and when 

you speak, be careful what you say! We only want 

to put good vibes out into our world! 

After reading this story, I challenged my friends 

to light up the world with kindness by engaging in 

random  acts of kindness and writing them down. 

Their ideas are now hanging outside of our 

hallway. I am so proud of them!  



     
       Our Kindergarten Readers 
 Our formal guided reading has started in Kindergarten. Research 
shows that students learn best when lessons are differentiated for their own 
needs. Students have been grouped with others who have similar needs. 
During our small group instruction, students will focus on print work and 
decoding strategies. Students will continue work on practicing letter and 
sound recognition. Students will become more effective independent readers. 
There will be many different  strategies to make them “super readers”. 
A few of the strategies taught early are: 
 
Pointer Power   Use Picture clues  Sight 
word  Detectives 
(1:1 match) 

 
 
        = 
CAT    
  

          Mrs. Quinn’s Class 



From our Whiton Family….. 
Happy Holidays  

&  
Enjoy Winter Break! 


